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circumstances Poe ranked at the head of our poets, was judged to fail by making truth either a primary end or one secondary to mere beauty, and to succeed by confining his poems eacli to one idea.
Whether these piquant criticisms and powerful tales made " Graham's " popular, or whether its suc-cesa was due to the shrewd business sagacity and generous advertisement of its owners, the magazine had at once a brilliant run. It had opened with a circulation of eight thousand in January, 1841 • in July it had risen to seventeen thousand ; in December (at which time the names of Mrs. Emma C. Embury and Mrs. Ann S. Stephens were added to those of George R. Graham, C. J, Peterson, and Edgar A. Poe, as editors) it was twenty-five thousand, and in March forty thousand, — in cacli case according to the public announcement in the magazine itself. Poe was the working editor during this time, and ia fairly entitled to a considerable, if not the main, share in the success of the undertaking. At the same time he seems never to have been eon-tented with his position, and especially ho continued to cherish the plan of starting the " Peiin Magazine," Shortly after assuming the editorship he wrote to Snodgrasa, " The * Penu,' I hope, is only * scotched, not killed,'" and added that the project would "unquestionably be resumed hereafter;"1,and a few months later he addressed his
1 Poo to Snodgrass, April 1, 1841, Baltimore Antrim*, April, 1881.                                                                                re cis a> ah at) qu by the sole means of a blustering arrogance, or of a busy wriggling conceit, or of the most bare-faced plagiarism, or even through the simple immensity of ita assumptions — as-ersatility, originality, and pungency. It may be asl have more weight witha from To------(" Should my early life seem "), from
